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CHOICES Education Group Launches First Lifetime Achievement Awards

Nine individuals recognized for decade or more of service 
in helping keep teens in school

SEATTLE, WA —June 24, 2008—CHOICES Education Group, a Seattle-based social enterprise, announced today

the recipients of their first ever CHOICES Lifetime Achievement Awards. The new award recognizes CHOICES 

Program Managers who have given their time, energy and dedication over many years, to bring the CHOICES 

workshop to teens in their communities. 

“Every school day 7,000 students become dropouts nationwide. The dedication of all our program managers and 

presenters is helping make a dent in this epidemic, but we are honored to recognize the select few that continue to 

blow us away with their commitment to the cause,” said Leo Muller, Executive Director of the national not-for-profit.

The first two Lifetime Achievement Award recipients are:

• Carol Blaeuer of the Delaware Business Industry Education Alliance in Dover, Delaware (now retired but still 

presenting and training!)

• Hal Wochholz of the Boeing Company (retired) and now of the Sun Lakes Rotary Club in Sun Lakes, Arizona 

(just outside Phoenix, from where he now manages their CHOICES program) 

In addition, CHOICES awarded Certificates of Incredible Achievement to the following CHOICES presenters who 

have served more than 100 classes over at least 10 years:

Name Organization City ST Classes Years

Finn Waaramaa Boeing Rotary Club Phoenix AZ 197 18

Pam Hall Lexington Telephone Co. Lexington NC 129 19

Bruce Clarkson Island Savings Credit Union Duncan BC 120 10

Lois Raske Free Lance Seattle WA 100 24

Nancy Ward Delaware BIE Alliance Dover DE 100 21

Jerry Kress Norwalk Rotary Norwalk CA 100 15

Tracy Bowen Island Savings Credit Union Duncan BC 100 10

To commemorate these awards, CHOICES created a homespun ten-minute video that recognizes all nine 

individuals, and also prepared a profile with more details about each recipient.

About CHOICES Education Group
CHOICES Education Group is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit social enterprise started in 1985 with initial funding 
from Pacific Northwest Bell (now Qwest Communications). CHOICES has been delivered to more than 6 million 
students since 1985.The CHOICES workshop is currently being delivered to 160,000 students per year in 46 states in 
the U.S., three provinces in Canada and two sites in Australia. More information about CHOICES is available at 
www.choices.org or by calling 1-888-CHOICES (1-888-246-4237).
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